
Livery Dinner 16 December 2019 

Toast to Guests – Upper Warden Melissa Scott 

 

Our Master has eloquently welcomed the Civic Party and as Upper Warden I have the honour 

and privilege to welcome our other guests - and propose their health.  

 
Sheriffs, Masters, Prime Wardens, Wardens, Alderman, Clerks, Fellow Turners, honoured 
guests: 
 
Some of you know that I’m a keen musician and one of my ambitions is to feature on Desert 
Island Discs. I know what music I would like but am puzzled as to what luxury I would take. 
Tonight I have the answer. My luxury would be to invite all of the company’s guests. 
 
With my own Air Force and Navy courtesy of Captain John Voyce of HMS Sultan and Wing 
Commander Ben Trapnell of RAF St Athan; Commissioner Ian Dyson of City of London 
Police and two Sheriffs (albeit not the gun-carrying kind found in Westerns) I would super 
secure.    
 
I would have a dreamy island home fabricated by Dr Nicholas Land, Prime Warden 
Blacksmith; The Lord Flight of Worcester – Master Carpenter and Alderman Alison 
Gowman, Master Plaisterer. Of course I’d need a home office and am fortunate that the 
Master Parish Clerks is a director of an office interior design and build company. Welcome 
Nick Hull.  
 
Having worked in lifestyle, health and well-being through retail and hotels for 30 years I 
would be demanding in design-led interiors …how lovely to dine on pewter from John 
Gallagher, Master Pewterer with cutlery from Nicholas Williams Master Cutlers of 
Hallamshire. We would have luxury textiles, furnishings and clothing from the Master 
Skinner, Johnny Aisher. Checking that we are all enjoying a temperate climate indoors we 
have the benefit of Master Fan Maker Dr Jeffrey Bines.  
 
And not only would I have my own physician but Professor Michael Farthing, Master 
Apothecar, is president of the British Society of Gastroenterology and his research has taken 
him to Africa and India, pretty useful on the island! 
 
I like to explore and would have my own chauffer service provided by the Master Hackney 
Carriage Drivers Rick Alford.  
 
And throughout all of this the Master Musician, John Nichols and I can argue my choices of 
desert island discs. John has tried some Turning in his youth so we might construct a lathe 
and have a go at making some more recorders along the style of the medieval consort of 
instruments our company recently commissioned and loaned to the Guildhall School of 
Music. We appreciate a wide range of music in our lives which leads me to the two personal 
guests of our Master Andrew Sindall, who he has known since school. I was rather 
impressed over a recent coffee when Andrew said he had just been to a rock concert at the 
Hammersmith Apollo with them. I’m sure the Master will not mind me revealing that he had 



also just had an argument with a flight of stone steps and his street cred must have shot up 
when he came out of the venue with a ‘don’t mess with me’ look. Warm welcome to Ted 
Greeno and John Fergusson - who sound like fun to have around. 
 
 
But the time may come when I want to leave this paradise Island and how lucky am I with 
the Prime Warden Shipwright John Denholm; the Master Wheelwright His Excellency Sir 
Stephen Dalton and in the full knowledge that Colonel Andy Rogers of REME is there to 
support. REME – The Corps of The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers was forged in 
the heat of the battle of El Alamein is now at the forefront of engineering for the army. 
 
However, I’m a plan B sort of person and should all this wonderment of technology fail, I 
have the privilege to have Anne Holden Prime Warden Basketmaker here tonight. We 
would turn to their traditional craft from the 16th century – and construct a coracle. This is a 
small light boat which could be made from woven bamboo and waterproofed by coconut 
oil.  
 
The guests mentioned are a reflection of an extraordinary movement that comprises 
ancient and modern crafts, professions and trade associations and we’re acutely aware that 
none of the desert island luxury would be possible without the extraordinary ability and 
support of the clerks that are here tonight with their Masters. 
 
Whilst I was not able to take the personal guests of members on this journey, please be 
assured you are also most welcome here tonight in this splendid hall. 
 

Fellow Turners - please rise and join with me in toasting the Health of - our Guests. 

 

 

 
 
 


