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Sheriffs, Masters, Prime Wardens, Wardens, Learned and Gallant Clerks, Fellow Turners, 
honoured guests.  
 

It is my privilege tonight as Master to welcome you all to the very splendid Skinners Hall and 

to propose the Civic Toast. We’re very sorry the Lord Mayor was unable to accept our invitation 

this year but he is conducting business abroad, the first no doubt of several trips he will make 

over the next 12 months. We wish him every success during his mayoral year, as he 

represents the City of London at home and abroad. We are, however, delighted to be joined 

by Alderman Sheriff Professor Michael Mainelli and Sheriff Mr Chris Hayward to represent the 

Civic Party.  

 

Like me, Michael is a chartered accountant. Very much unlike me, however, he is also a 

Securities professional, computer specialist and management consultant. He obtained his 

PhD at the London School of Economics where he was also a Visiting Professor. Michael co-

founded Z/Yen in 1994, the City of London’s leading think-tank, promoting societal advance 

through better finance and technology. In 2011, he co-authored the book “The Price of Fish, 

a new approach to Wicked Economics and Better Decisions”. As a one-time economics 

student, I was sufficiently intrigued by the title that I went out and bought myself an early 

Christmas present!   Michael is a Past Master of the World Traders Company, a member of 

four other livery companies and counts wood carving as one of his hobbies. 

 

Chris has served on the boards of a number of companies in the property sector over the past 

30 years, and has huge experience in infrastructure, planning and strategic communications. 

In addition, he is involved in a formidable number of voluntary roles with local council, Ward 

Clubs, Livery Companies and charitable endeavours. He seems to embody the expression, “if 

you want something done, ask a busy person”. I didn’t see turning on your list of interests, 

Chris, but I hope you might one day fit it in to your busy schedule. 

Chris is a Past Master Pattenmaker and a member of the Worshipful Company of Parish 

Clerks. 

Gentlemen, you are both most welcome. 

 

The last three years have been challenging ones, both for the City and for the country as a 

whole – perhaps that’s an understatement!   Whatever one’s political viewpoint, last Thursday 

will hopefully provide the basis for some long-needed certainty and, in a spirit of tolerance and 

unity, we now surely need to look forwards and heed the words of George Bernard Shaw: 

 

“We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the responsibility for our future.” 
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We all have a responsibility to create a better future and that won’t be achieved by looking 

backwards but by learning from the past and applying those experiences to shape that future. 

And this is equally relevant to us as a Livery and to the Livery movement as a whole. At 

Ironbridge earlier this year, just one week after my election as Master, the then Lord Mayor, 

Peter Estlin, encouraged all of the Masters to think about the future of the Livery and asked 

us to consider a number of questions; What are the challenges we face, what are the threats, 

what are we good at, what could we do better? And over the particularly wet weekend that 

followed, we pondered these questions.  

 

Sheriffs, you will know better than I the huge amount of work going on in all Livery Companies 

to ensure we remain relevant to the 21st century and are not resting on the laurels of the past. 

The Turners are no exception and are constantly striving to encourage greater exposure of 

our craft to the widest possible audience, particularly to young people. Next year will see our 

fifth Wizardry in Wood exhibition that will showcase the very best in turning from the UK and 

beyond. Our consort of mediaeval recorders, dedicated at our Patronal Service last month, 

opens up huge opportunities to raise the Company’s profile amongst a new and wider 

audience. And from our youth training programmes, through our bursaries and competitions, 

to our scholarships and more senior awards, we aim to support the whole career of a turner, 

from novice to expert. We are fortunate to have such a wonderful craft at the heart of our 

Livery and we will do all we can to enhance it and share it. 

But of course, just because you’re an expert in your field, doesn’t mean you know everything. 

I love the story of the young intern who, during his first week at the office, finds the managing 

director standing in front of the shredding machine clutching a sheaf of papers.  

 
"Listen," says the MD, "these are extremely sensitive and important documents, and my 

secretary is away. Can you make this thing work?" 

 
“Certainly Sir”, says the intern. He turns the machine on, inserts the papers and presses the 

start button. 

 
"Excellent." says the MD as he heads off down the corridor. "Just two copies will be fine." 

 

I’m sure this would never happen at the Old Bailey! 

 

Sheriffs, we are delighted you have been able to join us this evening and we hope you have 

enjoyed our hospitality. As a memento of your visit, I would like to present you each with a gift 

of a turned vase made by Middlesex RPT member Eddie Morgan. This one is made from 

quarter sawn London Plane, with a cocobolo base, the other is in sycamore with a padauk 
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base. I hope you enjoy the combination between these native woods from Britain with 

the more exotic woods from overseas. It is my very great pleasure to present them to you now.  

 

The Turners’ charity always likes to support the Mansion House Scholarship Scheme and the 

Lord Mayor’s Appeal. With the same key pillars that were established in 2018, the Appeal 

continues to support initiatives that aim to create a City that is Inclusive, Healthy, Skilled and 

Fair, and we are delighted to lend our support to this. Perhaps you would be kind enough to 

pass these two cheques to the Lord Mayor with our warmest greetings.  

Ladies and gentlemen, as we wish our Sheriffs every success in their year in office, could I 

please ask you all to rise for the Civic toast? 

 

The Lord Mayor, the City of London Corporation and the Sheriffs. 


