








The Turner

MAGNIFICENT MILLENNIUM TURNING

The Millennium Turning Competitions produced the most
magnificent work, of breath-taking quality. It had to be
seen to be believed. Penrose Halson reports from
Apothecaries’ Hall

The Lord Mayor came to present the prizes, make a short
speech and view the exhibits - all in a crowded hour of his
very tight schedule. But talking to the competitors,
admiring the superb winning entries for the Millennium
Wassail Bowl Competition, he over-stayed and had to be
prised away by his entourage.

Everybody present was as overwhelmed as the =
Lord Mayor by the virtuosity of the entries. The
seventeen wassail bowls were the centrepiece:
designs of astonishing intricacy incorporating
elaborate fluting and scallops, lids lifted by
knobs of great delicacy, carved figures, silver
inlay, shapes and patterns which made
spectators wonder "How on earth is it done?"

Not all the wassail bowls were made of the
traditional lignum vitae: there was pale
sycamore, lime, elm, yew, colours ranging from
swirling greens and creams to deep gold and
rich, deep brown with whorls of black.

Displayed around the room were more
treasures: bowls large and small, heavy chunky
ones and feather-light ones, turned to paper
thinness; candlesticks, splendid gavels, tazzas,
a shaving set with handles turned in soapstone,
an ivory spinning wheel. "How fortunate you
Turners are to have such a vital and truly beautiful craft,"
said a visitor. "Not many Livery Companies are so lucky."
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Chelsea Pensioner Alan Gale admiring the wassail bowls
with Dean Loveridge of SEME. Alan belongs to the
Society of Ornamental Turners, and now has a workshop
in the Royal
Hospital where
he is making a
wassail bowl.
When no
craftsman
could be found
who could
make barley :_“H‘“ \
twist for . Py
repairing
antique chairs
in the Royal
Apartments,
Alan .
mentioned that &
he could make ==
it - and was E
promptly
snapped up
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Photograph on left: The portable font presented in
February by the Company to St Bride’s church, to
celebrate the Millennium. Here three tireless supporters
of the craft, Past Masters Gordon Sloan (left) and Peter
Worlidge (right) and Liveryman and craftsman Geoffrey
Brandon, listen to Philip. Holden, Freeman by
Presentation, who designed the font. On June 28th, the
Lord Mayor presented both Philip and Malcolm Cobb with
the Company’s gold medal, in recognition of their
services to the Company and to the craft.

FIRST PRIZI

Winners in the Company’s own competition, for Freemen
and Liverymen
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